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know but that the state of civilization would have
been a century ago what it is to-day but for some
triflino1 accident, I once heard a learned and con-
servative physicist say that Aristotle's teachings had
delayed the progress of man's knowledge of the laws
of nature a thousand years. What evidence is there
that there is any power making for the increase of
knowledge ? Our acquaintance with the true nature
of animals and plants and with man depends largely
upon what can be learned of their history throughout
past ages of the world. Yet what is the nature of
the geological record ? Every practical paleontolo-
gist knows and always feels that discovery in this
field depends upon the merest chance, nay, upon a
coincidence of two chances, first, that anything has
been preserved, and secondly, that it will ever be
found. He labors under the perpetual feeling that
the most important of discoveries may in fact never
be made, and that he may be at any time, without
knowing it, walking over the keys to the secrets of
the universe. And after man acquires great know-
ledge and power over the universe, so that he can
enlist all the forces and materials of nature in
his service, the inequalities in individual opportu-
nities, coupled with the intense egoism which has
alone enabled the race to survive, practically robs
society of the results by placing the masses in the
power of the few, under which system neither class
can really enjoy the fruits of intelligence and
industry.